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Executive Summary 
Disaster Risk Reduction as a principle in Rural Development 
- A concept for the Deutsche Welthungerhilfe (German Agro Action) 
 

A worldwide increase in disasters that are attributable to extreme natural phenomena 
has been observed. Disasters not only disrupt developmental processes, they can 
also prevent long term progress in development. Therefore, they jeopardise efforts in 
the fight against poverty and the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. At 
the same time, money intended for long-term development schemes is reallocated so 
that emergency assistance, rehabilitation and reconstruction schemes are available 
to stem the consequences of natural disasters. 

Since the 1990’s, actors in affected countries and in international development pro-
grams have been intensely engaged in answering the question of how to counteract 
this trend with the help of disaster risk management, i.e. through prevention schemes 
and mitigation as well as through preparedness for emergency and disaster situa-
tions. Thereby, the need to combine disaster risk management and rural develop-
ment, in order to ensure long-term effects in poverty reduction, has been increasingly 
promoted. In acknowledgement of the demand for a more efficient and effective con-
tribution to the fight against poverty, the Deutsche Welthungerhilfe commissioned the 
Centre for Advanced Studies in Rural Development (SLE) of the Humboldt University 
in Berlin with a study. The study has the following goal: Deutsche Welthungerhilfe will 
receive a concept relating to disaster risk management. It should include details on 
how to incorporate disaster risk management into rural development projects and 
also should detail recommendations relating to mainstreaming the topic within the 
organisation. 

 

The concept: By implementing disaster risk reduction as a principle in rural devel-
opment, the coexistence of disaster risk management and rural development will be 
abolished. Provisions in the fields of activity of rural development are oriented to-
wards risk reduction, i.e. towards preparedness for emergency and disaster situa-
tions, and preparation for residual risk is incorporated as a discrete sphere of activity 
within rural development. The goal of rural development can be achieved with sus-
tainability when the living conditions of the local population are not only improved but 
also safeguarded. Risk analysis will be used as an instrument of rural development to 
facilitate and preserve disaster risk reduction. Disaster risk reducing rural develop-
ment can be carried out more systematically when insights from risk analysis are in-
corporated into area planning and strategic planning of rural development. 
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Mainstreaming refers to the incorporation and establishment of the topic disaster 
risk management in all spheres of Deutsche Welthungerhilfe. The SLE-Team Nicara-
gua has devised a “checklist for mainstreaming at the organisational level” and a 
“checklist supporting project work” towards this end
tions were compiled for a mainstreaming strategy: 

• There should be a systematical search for and an appraisal of experiences in 
partner organisations and in international cooperation according to fields of ac-
tivities, ty
duction. 

• An effort should be made to participate in exchanges with other organisations 
and to form strategic alliances with these organisations. Furthermore, there 
should be an increase in lobbying d
ticipation in current political debate, 

• There m
sation, 

• Checklists should be tested and modif
tegrated into all standard documents, 

• Instructive modules, handouts and brochures should be developed. Training 
and skill enhancement programs should be conducted in conjunction with 
partner organisations. To facilitate this cooperation, imp
be translated into the working language of the partner, 

• The principle of disaster risk-reduction should be incorporated into fundraising 
efforts and the project-financing should be designed so that the

 

Global climate change will have grave consequences for the population of developing 
countries. Therefore, disaster risk reducing rural development is not just a trendy 
topic, rather it is a subject of utmost importance in the endeavour to provide long-
term supp




